
 
SBE Voter List Maintenance 

As the independent agency statutorily charged with supervising registration and purgation of voters within the state, the 
Kentucky State Board of Elections (SBE) is committed to maintaining the integrity of the Commonwealth’s list of 
registered voters. Our approach is to obtain the best data available and to use that data regularly. Although the data 
used to match a voter record comes from multiple reliable sources, there are only three possible outcomes: 

1) A voter’s information is updated in the Voter Registration System (VRS), maintained by SBE; 
2) A voter is removed from VRS immediately; 
3) A voter enters the removal process as set forth in the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) Processes to Identify Inactive Voters 
This is the other aspect of List Maintenance, it is a continuous process that entails the mailing of thousands of voter 
notifications yearly. For the details of the NVRA removal process, please see the other side of this sheet. 



State Board informed by USPS or other sources
that a voter has moved to a different address
within the same county.

State Board sends identified voter a returnable, 
forwardable, correctable, postage-paid card called an 8(c)1. 

A Return Mail Date is added to voter record.

NVRA
Process
Begins

  Voter can confirm that their current address is correct.
  Voter can affirm that they have moved within the state
    and update their address.
  Voter can affirm that they no longer live in Kentucky
   and request that their registration be cancelled.

Basic NVRA Voter Lifecycle 8(c)1

IF USPS returns card as “Undeliverable”IF Voter returns card

Registration NOT 
Removed

Registration Removed per 
State and Federal Law

State Board informed by USPS or other sources
that a voter has moved to a different address.

State Board sends identified voter a returnable, 
forwardable, correctable, postage-paid card called an 8(d)2). 
Date postcard is sent is added to the registration record.

Voter Does NOT Take Action 
Within Next Two Federal Election

Cycles After Postcard is Sent.

NVRA
Process
Begins

Voter Takes Action Within Next
Two Federal Election Cycles 

      After Postcard is Sent.
 Vote cast: any election
 Voter initiated update through
    postcard or State Board website:
    Change of Address
    Change of Name
    Change of Party

Basic NVRA Voter Lifecycle 8(d)2

 
Under the federal National Voter Registration Act, states are required to “conduct a general program that 
makes a reasonable effort to remove the names of ineligible voters from the official lists of eligible voters.” 
At least once a year, SBE receives a report showing Kentucky voters who have likely moved and need to have 
their information updated. This report comes from the National Change of Address (NCOA) data, provided by 
the United States Postal Service. A returnable, forwardable, correctable, postage-paid card is sent to these 
thousands of voters in order to give them every opportunity to: 

• Confirm that they have not moved. 
• Confirm that they have moved within Kentucky and provide SBE with the new address. 
• Confirm that they have moved out of state. 

There are two types of cards which must be sent, the 8(c)1, which is sent to those who have moved within the 
same county, and the 8(d)2, which is sent to all others. The process for both of those types of cards is further 
explained below.  
If SBE receives no reply from these mailings, then the voter enters the NVRA “Inactive” status, which may end 
in the voter being properly removed from the Kentucky voter registration database.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


